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Abstract 
 
History and Heritage provide the sense of our identity that promotes diversity between different cultures. 
Heritage builds the sense and it is the element of who we are and how we identify ourselves. It helps to 
understand the past that enrich the present and which will be of value to the future generations. As it is not an 
asset of individual so it should be conserved. Rajshahi is one of the major old cities in Bangladesh which carry 
different types of heritage and their own characteristics (cultural, historical, architectural, the beauty of arts & 
crafts, festivals, music, religious importance etc.). The city has a long history of development from Rampur – 
Boalia to present Rajshahi. 400 years old of historic city Rajshahi has a lot of heritage. It should be said that this 
region has a supra heritage importance. Rajshahi has a long history of urbanization and this urban growth pattern 
influenced the heritage of Rajshahi. The broad goal of this study is to review the history of Rajshahi city and 
identify the heritage sites within the Rajshahi city corporation (RCC) and finally to create linkage among the 
heritage sites in order to promote tourism in the region through identifying planning initiatives and policy 
strategies. To review the history of Rajshahi city in-depth interviews with various key informants has been 
conducted. A literature review from various secondary sources plays a vital role in this regard. Again, to identify 
the heritage sites within the RCC area field survey has been conducted. The study results that there exist various 
heritage sites (private and public) within the RCC area and most of these heritage sites exist in a deteriorating 
condition. Finally, a tourist map has been created by providing linkage among the most renowned heritage sites 
within the RCC area. 
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1. Introduction  
 
Heritage is the living memory of the people of their culture, expressed in many forms both intangibles and 
tangibles. Tangible heritage refers to the monuments, landscapes, objects etc. Tangible heritage of Rajshahi City 
includes Rani dighi, Dhopkol, Lal kuthi, Boro kuthi etc. The intangible heritage refers to the languages, the 
performing arts, music etc. (Bhatta and Datta, 2008). Some intangible heritages of Rajshahi are the own 
Language of Rajshahi, Music system, Culture etc. The significance of those heritages is an assertion of the 
cultural identity of a place, which differentiates the city Rajshahi from other places and gives it unique 
characteristics. Rajshahi constitutes a major part of the living cultural, natural and religious heritage which 
creating and reflecting national and individual identities, constituting a physical continuity with the past (Bhatta 
and Datta, 2008). 
 
2. Materials & Method 
 
The major historical, cultural and marvelous built heritages are mostly concentrated in the Rajshahi District. For 
the expediency of this research, it is not possible to choose whole Rajshahi district as a study area. So, Rajshahi 
City Corporation (RCC) has chosen as a study area for this research work (Figure 1). This research has been 
carried out with the aim to achieve the following objectives: to review the history of Rajshahi city, to identify the 
heritage sites within Rajshahi City Corporation and to promote the development of tourism hub in Rajshahi City. 
To achieve these objectives of the study an extensive literature review was conducted for background study and a 
better understanding of the research. The study was conducted based on the secondary data collection and the 
opinion survey of the people of Rajshahi City & Govt. officials. The secondary data have been collected from the 
conservancy department of RCC, Heritage Bangladesh, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, journals, books, and 
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reports. Finally, a self-explanatory tourism map and possible strategies are prepared so that it would help visitors 
to explore the heritage sites of Rajshahi City. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Land use Map of Rajshahi City Corporation. 
 
3. Results and Discussions 
 
3.1 History of Rajshahi City 
The city has a long history of development from Rampur –Boalia to present Rajshahi. The age of Rajshahi is 400 
years. In the sixteenth century, the township of Rajshahi emerged as a trading center of silk and indigo. The core 
of the town developed with two mouzas namely Rampur and Boalia. Gradually the name was changed to 
Rajshahi. The administrative district was established in 1772 and the municipal corporation in 1876. Rajshahi 
was dominated by various Maharajas, Rajas, and Zamindars. It was made a city corporation in 1991 (Rahman, 
2012). The growth process of Rajshahi can be divided into three phases: Pre period of 1947, Pakistan period 
(1947-1971), Bangladesh period (1971 to present). 
 
Rajshahi under British Rule: Rajshahi is a historical city with an enriching background. The arrival and settle 
down of spiritual leader Hazrat Sah Mukhdum at Rajshahi in Sixteenth-century greatly contributed to the 
prominence and growth of the urban settlements of Rajshahi (Arephin, 1983). Surrounding settlement of the 
Majhar was started to increase (Figure 2). Consequently, the settlement of Dorgapara, Pathanpara, Seikhpara, 
Hetem-Kha, Hossaingonj, Sipaipara, Kadirgonj was built in the west and north side of the Majhar and 
Kumarpara, Bosh para, Sagorpara, Fudkipara, Tikapara, Sultanabad were built in the east side of the Majhar. 
Dutch merchants were the first Europeans to arrive in Rajshahi and later followed by the French and English. 
Rajshahi town continued to develop as business and educational center. In 1825, the district headquarter was 
shifted from Natore to Rajshahi because of its advantageous location and better healthy environment than Natore. 
At that time the area of Rajshahi was 13.73 sq. km. (Rahman, 2012). 
 
 
 
 
  

  
               
 
 
 
 

(a) (b) 
 

Figure 2. Map of Rajshahi City in (a) 1850 (b) Company Period 
 
Rajshahi during the Pakistani Rule (1947-1971): Rajshahi town entered into a new phase of development after 
the partition of India and Pakistan in 1947. During the Pakistan regime specifically in the 50s and early 60s of 
the last century, different types of institutions were established (Figure 3). Before 1947, there was only one 
college, four boy’s schools and one girl’s school in Rajshahi. In 1952 the spatial growth was very slow. Increase 
rate was16.33% (Rahman, 2012). 
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(a)  (b) 

 
Figure 3. (a) Rajshahi City during Pakistan Period & (b) Rajshahi Paurashava. 

 
Rajshahi after 1971 to Present: After 1971 people had started to come in Rajshahi in searching for work and 
employment. In 1974, for the establishment of Sopura industry area, the Textile factory at Noudapara, and 
Airport at Nouhata, had brought a remarkable development in the city (Figure 4). After the establishment of the 
Rajshahi Development Authority (RDA) in 1976, the spatial growth of the city had occurred in a planning way. 
In 1987, Rajshahi municipality was promoted to Rajshahi City Corporation. And finally, it became a 
metropolitan city in 1992 (Rahman, 2012). 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                      

 
 

Figure 4. Rajshahi City Map in (a) 1984 (b) 2004  
 

3.2 Heritage of Rajshahi City 
A heritage that helps an understanding of the past that enrich the present and which will be of value to the future 
generations. It is full of our inherited traditions, monuments, objects, literature and cultures etc. UNESCO 
defines heritage in 2010 as “Something that has been inherited from the past and which can be passed on to 
future generations”. Rajshahi College is one of the oldest institutions of higher education in Bangladesh which 
was established in 1873 in Rajshahi city with the financial assistance of Raja Haralal Roy Bahadur of Dubalhati 
(Miser, nd). Building Heritage combines the finest craftsmanship in traditional trades with advanced knowledge 
of historic preservation ethics and rules. The building art of the British period passed through a succession of 
phases (Figure 5). The European Renaissance Style appeared in the 17th century, initially in the churches of 
Dhaka, and later was applied to secular buildings in the later part of the 18th century (Rahman, 2012). 
 
 

 
 

Figure 5. Building Heritage during the British period  
 
With the Partition of the sub-continent into India and Pakistan in 1947, this region entered into a feverish era of 
building activities in order to fulfill the need of the expanding capital of the province. Geometric forms such as 
triangles, rectangles, full and segmental circles, and flat arches find free play in the architecture (Figure 6). 

(a)                                                                        (b) 
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Figure 6. Building Heritage during Pakistan period 
 
3.3 Development of Tourism in Rajshahi City  
Bara Kuthi is one of the oldest buildings on the existing heritage structure of Rajshahi established in 1800. The 
Kuthi was built by the Portuguese traders who first came to Rajshahi for silk trade and other commercial 
activities. Motihar kuthi was established by Dutch East India Company in 1781 for the trading of silk and indigo 
(Rahman, 2012). At a short distance of Motihar kuthi there is another kuthi which was named Kajla Kuthi. It is 
now in the control of local resident “Molla” family (Figure 7). 
 

 
(a)                                    (b)                                      (c)            

 
Figure 7. Development of Heritage Tourism (a) Bara Kuthi (b) Motihar Kuthi (c) Kajla Kuthi 

 
“Queen Hemonto kumari’s Hindu Hostel” was established in 1902 (Rahman, 2012). Queen Hemonto Kumari 
funded for the accommodation of Hindu Students of Rajshahi College and established this hostel. The Varendra 
Research Museum” was founded in 1910. The foundation year of the Rajshahi Public Library is marked as 1884 
(Rahman, 2012). At present, the total number of books including many rare collections in this library is 35,769 
and the number of newspapers is 30,000 (Field Survey, 2017). 
 

  
(a)                                                    (b)                                                    (c) 

 
Figure 8. Heritage Tourism Development (a) Hemonto kumari’s Hostel (b) Varendra Museum (c)Central Library  
 
The beginning of silk production in the region was in the 13th century. It was then known as Bengal silk. The 
government of Pakistan started silk production in Rajshahi in 1952. Rajshahi Silk Factory is a state-owned 
factory was founded in 1961 (Rahman, 2012). Now Rajshahi is renowned for making clothes from silk (from raw 
silk, hard silk, spun silk) fiber which is much demand full across the whole country as well as abroad.  
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Figure 11. Heritage Tourism Development: Rajshahi Silk Industry. 
The shrine is situated Dargapara in Rajshahi town, on the bank of river Padma around .5 km. from the city 
center. It is known as the first mosque of Rajshahi town (Rahman, 2012). Tomb of Hazrat Turkan Shah is located 
on the north side of Hazrat Shah Mokhdum (R) mosque (Figure 9). 
 

  
(a)                                                                (b) 

Figure 9. Religious Tourism Development (a) Shah Mokhdum Mazar & Mosque (b) Tomb of Turkan Shah 

 
There exist four temples at Sapura silk area which are remained unused. At present major parts of the temples are 
fully demolished. 
 

    
 

Figure 10. Religious Tourism Development: Sapura Shib Temples.  
 
Govt. P.N. Girls‟ High School is situated in the heart of Rajshahi city bearing the remembrance of the famous 
saint Shah Makhdum Rupose (R). About 150 years ago the school was established with help of some education 
lovers of Rampur-Boalia. Rajshahi Collegiate School is a school and college in Boalia Thana in the center of 
Rajshahi which was established in 1828 (Rahman, 2012). It is the first modern school of Bengal and one of the 
oldest schools of the Indian Subcontinent.  
 

  
(a)                                                            (b) 

 
Figure 12. Development of Educational Tourism (a) P.N. School (b) Rajshahi Collegiate School 

 
3.3 Policy Strategies for Development of Sustainable Tourism 
Rajshahi City Corporation area has some potential locations to promote tourism. Government agencies can invest 
in the tourism sector and can link tourism spots of Rajshahi City Corporation as proposed in the tourist map 
(Figure 13). Most of the tourist spots are open for everyone without any entrance fee. Govt. can impose entrance 
fee on heritage sites of Rajshahi City. If Govt. impose entrance fee on tourist spots revenue will be generated 
which can be used for maintenance purpose in future. There are some major concerns that should be given 
priority on Dissemination of Information, Access to the Tourist Sites, Transport and Communications, 
Accommodation of Tourists, Tourist Management, Economic Benefits, Environmental Impacts & etc. Some 
broad strategies for sustainable tourism development in the Rajshahi region can be based on the guidelines 
prepared by the UNESCO, ICCROM, and ICOMOS (RDA, 2002): 

 Industry initiatives by the govt. for sustainable tourism.  
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 Increase the capacity of a broad spectrum of people involved in immovable cultural heritage.  
 Create the legal, policy, administrative and social framework for successful integrated conservation 

practices that can be carried out.  
 Create a network of communication, which will enable the exchange of information.  
 Environmental and cultural standards, high-quality documentation.  
 Human resource development & Safety of tourists.  
 Business regulations and pricing policies.  
 Tourism-Transport linkages. 

 
 

 
 

Figure 13. Proposed Tourist Map of Rajshahi City Corporation 
 
5. Conclusion 
 
Rajshahi City is known for its remarkable heritage resources and unique historic identity. In fact, the heritage 
significance, socio-cultural phenomenon, architecture, and other intangibles heritages are constantly disappearing 
from the Rajshahi town. In this context, integrated conservation through effective public participation is essential 
to promote sustainable tourism and sustainable community in Rajshahi. Hence, both the central and local 
government should proactively involve in the conservation of heritage in Rajshahi City Corporation by preparing 
comprehensive policies, plans, and legislation and their effective implementation through genuine community 
participation. 
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